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SEATRADE CRUISE AWARDS — DESTINATION OF THE YEAR FINALIST — GERALDTON 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.55 pm]: On 19 September 2018, the 
Seatrade Cruise Awards will be held in Lisbon, Portugal. I have become aware today that the finalists for the 
Destination of the Year category have been announced. The finalists are Dubai, United Arab Emirates; Eidfjord, 
Norway; and Geraldton, Western Australia. All of us in Geraldton are very excited about the prospect of being 
awarded destination of the year in these very prestigious awards, which recognise excellence in the world of 
cruising. That is a remarkable achievement given the profile of those other destinations. 
Members may remember that under the former Gallop Labor government, a major expansion of the port of Geraldton 
was undertaken. The port was deepened to enable cruise ships to dock at the port. However, due to some technical 
challenges within the port, most cruise ships are moored about one kilometre offshore and passengers are ferried into 
the city of Geraldton, which is far from ideal. However, the advent of shore tension unit technology now enables 
ships to berth at the port of Geraldton, usually at berth 2, and that enables passengers to disembark the ship and walk 
into the city. It is a unique experience around the world to have a working port so close to the middle of the city. 
Even though Geraldton has not pulled off the title yet, I would like to take this opportunity to wish the Mid West 
Ports Authority and the City of Greater Geraldton all the very best in the Destination of the Year Award. I also want 
to acknowledge the work of the Mid West Ports Authority, in partnership with the City of Greater Geraldton, in 
coordinating myriad fantastic volunteers who greet cruise ship visitors. I thank all the volunteers sincerely for the 
wonderful work they do in making the visitor experience in Geraldton more enjoyable. This has clearly had an impact 
on the people who have come to check out our city. I thank all the volunteers who have been involved and all those 
who work on bringing cruise ships into Geraldton. I wish everyone the very best in these awards. Go Geraldton! 
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